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July 2010
John Shearer Exhibit to Open at DAR Museum October 8, 2010

‘A True North Britain:’ The Furniture of John Shearer, 1790-1820 is scheduled to open at the Daughters of American Revolution (DAR) museum on October 8, 2010. This exhibition will examine the craftsmanship of John Shearer, a late 18th- and early 19th-century joiner and carpenter working in the backcountry of Virginia and Maryland. The exhibit will travel to Colonial Williamsburg in early spring 2011 and be on display through spring 2012. The Museum of Early Southern Decorative Arts (MESDA) and the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, as well as private owners, will lend pieces to the exhibit.
The DAR, MESDA and the Museum of the Shenandoah Valley are publishing partners of the accompanying book, a catalog raisonné of Shearer’s known work (currently 52 pieces). Published by AltaMira Press, this book will explore how Shearer’s pro-British stance reflected the local attitudes of his clientele living in the backcountry of Virginia and Maryland during the years in which he was active (ca. 1790–1820). It will also describe the various construction techniques used by Shearer that will help the reader to attribute unsigned pieces. The book will be available at the DAR exhibit opening, the other exhibit sites and through MESDA.
Betsy Davison is an independent scholar who holds a Master of Arts in the History of Decorative Arts and Design from Parsons The New School for Design (New York City, New York) and The Smithsonian Associates (Washington, DC). She wrote her Masters Thesis on Shearer and has been researching him five years. Ms. Davison has given talks on Shearer at MESDA, Winston-Salem, North Carolina; Gunston Hall Plantation, Mason Neck, Virginia; the 50th Annual Alexandria Forum in Alexandria, Virginia; and The Antiquarian Society of Richmond, Richmond, Virginia.

For more information, please contact:

Patrick Sheary, Curator of Furnishings, DAR Museum

202-628-1776

Betsy Davison, Guest Curator
703-715-7950

BetsyDavison@aol.com

